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Hv is the God that waketh Men io be if one Mind in an 
* Houſe, and bringeth the Priſoners out of Captivity, 
bat letteth the Runnagates continae in Scarcentſs. 


E & the God that maketh Men to be of one Mind in 
an Houſe : That is the part of the Verſe that! 
ſhall make the Subject of my Diſcourſe; and for 
the underſtanding of it, we muſt know, that 
5 there are many things, which according to the 
uſual way of ſpeaking, are Works of Men; and yet being 
things that God aimed at in his Creation, and continually 
promotes by his Power and Providence, ate juſtly aſcrib- 
ed to God, as being more his, than theirs that are the Actors 
of them. ERS G55 "6 
The Works that mean are ſuch as theſe; doing 
judgment; diſchagging the high Truſt of Government 
according to that Equity and Reaſon that God requires ; 
puniſhing the Evil, and encouraging the Good; teaching 
54 either in Vouth or Old Age; breaking the 
Bonds of Oppreſſors, and letting the injured Captives or 
Priſoners go free ; preſerving Life, and helping the Father: 
leſs and Widows. And as all theſe, for their ſeveral Res- 
ſons, and in their different Degrees, have the Honour of 
being patronized and owned by God as his Works; Reace-W uf 
making, promotingiGancord and Union, and healing and th 
preventing Strife, hawe as much that is Divine in them th 
andi are as often g e and owned by God, as any o x 
them. They dre od beholds with Pleaſure, as he 30 
looks down from Heaven upon the Works of Men. Th W 
help to carry on the Ends he aimed at in his Creation, n 
add preſerve his Creatures in their Life, Beauty, Order an 
; | Happineſs; and therefore he both loves and promotes chen 
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But this Commendation of Union is univerſal, and there 
is no Rule without excepted N hiags of contrary 
Natures are to he excepted from it; for Unions betwixt 
them tend to Deſtruction, and the nearer they come, the 
more their Antipathies offend onę another. Unions of bad 
Mew are but Confederacies for. Miſchief: The united Forco 
and Friendſhip of diſcontented Subjects, are hut Treaſons 
and Rebellions. Even amongſt Nations there are Unions 
that would do hurt: Some. Nations axe too big akeady, 
unweildy to themſelves, and dangerous to their Neigh- 
bours. Some lie at ſuchDiſtance, that any ſtraicer Union than 
that Virtuous and Chriſtian, Union that ſhould; be amongſt 
all Men is impracticable. A National / Union of ſuch diſtant 
Places would be to their Hurt. Again, others are educated 
in ſuch different Principles, uſed to ſuch contrary Faſhions, 
and born with Tempers that are naturally ſo different aud 
irreconcible to one another, that, a forced Union would 
make them uneaſy while together, and alway$-in danger bf 
a bloody Parting. if therefore we would convinge Men 
that they bave Reaſon to give thanks for this Union, which 
is che Occaſion of our Thankſgiying ; wer muſt»deſcerl 
from the general Eacomiums of Unipn at large, nnd co 
ſider this before us in particular, which is naturally canve- 
nient, hath been long wiſhed for. and often attempted, ani 
which cannot fail ef heing much for, che good of bat pe- 
ple, if we our ſelves do not hinder it by pervetſe Actions: 
Tor to bring this Diſcdurſe home to theGaſe before us: we 
may lay it down fra Rule, That where either Seas invirun 
any convenient Gorapa gf Ground, or where Rivers, De- 
ſarts, or Mountains encloſe any fruitful Tract of habitable 
Land, that is convenient for ſuch a Body of Men as makes 
up a Kingdom; it is the natural Intereſt and Wiſdom of 
thoſe People to cut off Occaſions of Diſpute, and encreaſe 
their Strength and Riches by voluntary uniting themſelves 
With one another. Theknown Benefits and Advantages of 
Joining, Heads and Hands together, and the natural Bounds 
within which Providence hath encloſed them, do fo ſtrongly 
invite, and even [neceſſitate them to be One, that if they 
will follow Nature, they muſt joyn themſelyes under ont 
Head, Law, Government. and Intereſt: Such Iflands'and 
bounded Places ars e . 
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made for the Seat of Kingdoms. For in all things God hatt: 
made his External Works ſuit with the Internal Virtues and 
Neceſſities of his Creatures. When he ſet his outeſtretched 
Compaſs upon Sea and Land, and by his Almighty Word 
prepared our Earth, that it might be a fit Habitation for 
our Race, for which he made it: As he diſperſed the Rivers 
and Springs into all Places, He faſhioned the Face and Figure 

of the whole Earth, that it ſhould not only ſupport and 


nouriſh bu: divide, defend and guard theſe Nations from the | 


too dangerous Neighbourhood of one another. 
As Mefer,above all Men, had a clear and divine View of the 
Wiſdom and' Deſigns of the Creator in the Operation of 
his Hand, I doubt not but he had this Thought in his Mind, 
when he wrote the 32 of Deut. the 8 ver. When the Moſt High 
divided to their Nations their Inberitance, when be ſeparated the 


Son, of Adam, He ſet the Bound. of the People according to the | 


Number of the- Children of Iſrael. I know many of the Fa- 


chers. inſtead of the Childrer of Iſrael, read, according to the | 


Number of the Angel:; and believed, from this Text, That 
God fix d the Bounds and Borders of the Nations, ſo as the 
Chief 'Ange/s might have their particular Charges over the 
ſeveral Countries. But that Interpretation was grounded 


upon a miſtaken Tranſlation. The true meaning ſeems to ; 
de no. more than this; When God prepared the Earth for 


the Nations, and divided them by confounding their Lan- 
guage at Babel, and afterwards diſpoſed them by his Provi- 
to reſerve the Land of Canan for the Children of Mrael. But 
though that is, in probability, the chief Meaning, yet theſe 
Expreſſions of His Dividing to the Nations their Inheritance, and 
His ſetting Boundi to the Peop/e,-teach us, That God did not on- 
ly interpoſe his Providence for an Habitation for rael, but 
for others alſo ; and that the very Form and Figure of the 
Earth, made fo fit for bounding and defending of them 
from one another, was the Work of his divine Wiſdom ; by 
which he prepared the Earth for their ſeveral Habitations. 

No from this we receive a great Confirmation of that 
Rule that I laid down, That where Seas inviron and ſhut up 
any convenient Compaſs of Land into an Iſland, Providence 
hath by that natural Barrier prepared thoſe People for one 
Body; and if they will follow God and Nature, 23 roſe 
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diſpoſe themſelves into one Government and Intereſt, un- 
{ der the ſame Prince and Law, Wy” — 
4 For how many Miſchiefs do they avoid ? And how many 
J I Advantages do they gain by it? For thoſe are the two Heads | 
4 that muſt make good what I have to prove, and therefore I 
will confider them particularly. x 


= 


* [. For the Miſchiefs that they avoid; They are more than | 
< I can pretend to reckon up; but a. long and bloody Experi- 


d ence will readily ſuggeſt to us the general Heads of them. 
+ I. While two Governments continue ſeparate in the ſame 
17 Ie, there will be frequent Occaſions of Wars with, and In- 
vaſions of one another. When ever either of them ſhould 
have a Prince or Miniſtry that bent their Minds upon en- 
larging their Dominions, the Nearneſs and Convenience of 
that other part of their Iſland, would make them look u 
on it as Abab lookt upon Naboths Vineyard, and they would 
never want Pretences to fall upon them; either they would 
revive ſome 01d Claim of Right, or ſome Injury not enough 
reveng'd, or ſome new Quarrel contriv'd betwixt the Bor- 
derers, that they would never be without Colours for the 
begianing of War. : | 7772 | 

And therefore, before Providence by a fortunate Match 
ſo happily diſpoſed theſe two Kingdoms under one Head, as 
it hath now ſtood for ſome Reigns, we had hardly ſuch a 
thing as an Age without War with Scotland. Sieges 
and Battles lie thick ſcattered through every part of 
our Chronicles; Not only Flodden- field, Dunbritton, Dundee, Ba- 
wockborough and Dwnbar, but almoſt every Plain and Moun- 
# tain in the Northern Parts, are unhappily famous for the 

Blood that hath been ſhed upon them. The Borders from 
Tork to the Southern Parts of Scotland were like a Prize be- 
twixt them to be fought for, and ſometimes were under one 
Crown, ſometimes under the other. Though Scotland was 
the leſſer Nation, yet moſt of their Kings that have their 
Names famous in Hiſtory, have their Honour from the 
Wars, that with the help of their Confederates, they were 
able to Wage with us. = "BIO R 

Sir Richard Baker,in his Life of Rig wood I. having gi- 
ven accouut of the Occaſion of the War in his Time, 125 


this. Remark for the Readers Notice. Hereupon breaks out the. 
Aertal Diſention between tbe tuo Nations, which conſumed mor 


61 
Chrif ian Blood, and continued longer than ever Nuarrel we read 
of did, between to People in the World., Fur be that began it 
could not end it, but it lafted almoſt three Hundred Years, &c. His 
Obſervation is juſt and needful, and there is but one Word 
improper in it, and that ĩs. that he ſpeaks of it as breaking out 
then, and laſting three Hundred Tears; whereas, with 
fhort Spaces betwixt, it was only a Continvatioa of thoſe 
Feuds that had been more than three Hundred Years before 
that, even from the firſt War between the Pi#s and Scots, 
wherein our Britains, too forward to interpoſe ia their Quar- 
rel, brought both upon themſelves. The "Frequency and 
Miſchiefs of. thoſe continual. Inroads and Invaſions that fol- 
Jowed that firſt Quarrel, may be learat from the famous 
Ditch and Wall that were ſo often made between the two 
Nations, firſt of Earth, than of Brick, by Adrian and Seye- 
rus in the time of the Romani. But it is not a Wall that is 
enough to part two Nations in an Iſland: The Wall was 
thrown down almoſt as ſoon as made; and notwithſtanding 
' that weak Barrier, our Forefathers, though it was dearly to 
their Coſt; were forced to call ia the Saxons for Auxihiries 
in their Wars, And the Battles that were fought with 
Scotlajd, were not only Rancounters with, a few that came 
to Roh and Steal, Bruce, one of their Princes, in the 13th, 
Century had the forture to defeat an Engliſñi Army upon 
Engliſh Ground, that in our own Chroncicles ſtands reputed 
tohave been 100000, andthe Slaughter they made was of 
almoſt half of them. And though our brave Edward III. 
in a few Veats after, did more than wipe away the Reproach 
by a mighty Victory and Slaughter at Hallidown- Hill, and 
made their Prince do Homage for his Crown, yet how dear 
was that neceſſary Honour bought? And how ſhort a while 
did thtReft that followed him remain with us? The natural 
Refi both Natians, the. Height of their Paſſions and, 
ny 


Reſentmeènts that had not time to coo] hetwixt War and. 
War : The frequent Quarrels betwixt the Borderers, made 
them draw their Swords upon frivilous Occaſions. I think 
one of them was waged for no greater Stake than a Dog. 

Now if we had not one Word more to add beſides this, 
"which is 4 very literal and dearTruch,dorh,oot this give all 
ſdber Men Reaſon to rejqyce at this happy Diſpoſition to- 
ardsan Eid of theſe fad fort of LIE Are they Friends 
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God, nor its own Safety. 
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of their Country, that would keep open that Door n which 
ſo much Miſchief hath already entered? Is not France an E- 
nemy big enouvgh.and likely to give us Occaſions enough for 
War, but we muſt keep another Corner open tor Hoſtile 
Actions, for fear we ſhould ever have a little Peace and Eaſe 
from Taxes ? For my part, if there be any Objections and 
Fears on one hand, (as God knows there is no State in this 
World without Danger, and we know not all the Conſe- 
quences of any thing) though I ſay there are Fears that 
are not inconſiderable, yet | think the Proſpect of prevent- 
ing this Miſchief for the time to come, doth more than 
out Ballances any of them. Thoſe Dangers and  Inconve- 
niencies, whatever they are, will be better healed and pre- 
vented in a Parliament of Great- Britain, than it is poſſible 
they ſhould be in a Field of Batttle e. 
2. A ſecond Inconvenience of an Iſland divided in it ſelf 
into two Governments, is, that whenever one Part bap- 
pens to be embroiled with its own Internal Differences, the 
other will be tempted to heighten the Quarrel, and make 
its Gain of both Parties. And to paſs over our:ownInterpo- 


ſition in their Wars, while this Nation was under the two 


Governments of Pict, and Scots; and their Interpoſitions in 
ours, when we were divided into ſeven Kingdoms ; How 
effeQually doth the Courſe of our laſt Civil War teach us, 
that this is no Speculative Notion, but Matter of Fact too 
true? They were the Interpoſitions of Scorlznd, firſt of one 
fide, then another. that gave new Life to the War, whene- 
ver it ſeem d near a Cloſe : And if it had not been for that 
Neighbourhood King Charles had never loſt his Life ds He. 
did, nor had our Wars been carried.on to that Length'and 
Miſery ? Now is not ſuch an Evil wartly preventing forthe 
time to come? Do their Paſſions move right, that remem- 
ber theſe things only to renew Revenges and Averſions, ra- 
ther than to make uſe of this Means of preventing the like 
Miſchief now Providence puts it in qurPower ?I think there 
is no doubt but one may ſafely ſay, That all the Words and 
Actions that tend towards the cementing and healing this 


Breach, are from Him who, is the: Preſerver and Nourifher 


of Man's Life upon Earth: And all the Paſſions and Roſent- 


ments that would renew Anger and ſow Diſcord to the hin- 


dring the good Effects of this Peace; proceed from that 
Wrath of Man, that works neither the Righteouſneſs of 
A4 3- Where 
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3. Where an Iſland ſtands divided into twoGovernments; 


with fevcral Princes, Laws, Intereſts and Armies; when a- 
ny Third Prince quarrels with either of them, he will be 
ſure to purchaſe the other for an Inlet into their Country, 


and Confederate in his Wars. This was the Game that | 
France play'd upon us for many Ages, and with great Ex- 


pence, Encouragements and Rewards they preſerved the 
Friendſhip of Scotland for this End. In thoſe Times the 


French Kings would have the Guard of their Bodies choſen | 
out of Scorch Souldiers. The beſt Places in France were often | 
filled with Scotiſo Noblemen, that by their Eminent Learn- | 
ing and Valour were ſerviceable in thoſe high Stations. The | 


whole Kingdom of Scotland ſhould have Immunities and Pri- 
vileges in Trade above what England ſhould be favoured 


with. With ſuch Care and coſtly Arts France purchaſed and 


maintained the Friendſhip of Scotland, on purpoſe that they 
might be a Thorn in our Sides: And ſhould our Govern- 
ment have put away that Benefit which France ſought and 
courted with ſuch Expence ? Should we have let go this fa- 
vourable Time of doing at once, that which never was in 


our Power before, and perhaps might never have been in | 
our Hands again ? He that is our Grand Enemy would have 


given large Money to have had us loſe this Opportunity ; 


and for the time to come, we may be ſure he would have | 


done all that he was able to keep it out of our Power. 
I have hitherto mentioned only ſome of the Miſchiefs that 
Reaſon and Experience teach us, that Iſlands divided in 
themſelves mult lie expoſed to: But, 
Il. The Benefits and Advantages of Union are as many 
And to make a Judgment of them, needs no deeper Policy 
nor farther Enquiry; than two of Solomon's Divine Rules, 
that are always before us for our Learning. The firſt is the 
4th of Eccleſ; ver. . Two are better thaw Ont, becauſe they have 
4 good Reward for their Labour, If they fall, the One will help up 
bis Fellow. If One prevail againſt bim, Two ſhall withſtand has, 
and a threefold Chord is not eaſily broken. The other is in the 
27th of Prov, 11. Berter ii & Neiphbojuer that is near, than 4 
Brother afar off. Theſe two eternal Rules of Nature, That 
Number and Nearneſs together make encreaſe of Strength, 
Riches and mutual Aſſiſtance, are the right Foundations for 
all Wiſe Unions to de grounded upon. They make a 75 
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ple have more Forces, ſtronger Armies, greater Trade, more 
Havens more Eyes to watch it, more Great Men to defend it, 
more Genius's produced upon it for its Honour andService. 
And therfore now this of ours is united, there is not an Iſland, 
that I know of, upon the Face of the Earth,whoſe Inbabitants 
Reaſon and Convenience,andTime and the Courſe of Things 
have not brought, either into one Body within themſelves, or 
joyn'd together to the ſame Kingdom, to avoid the Miſchiefs 
t halt belonging to one Crown, and half to another. As 
Union is their natural right State, either they fell into it 
from the Beginning, or if at firſt planting, by being on ſe- 
veral Parts and ſo few, that the thinneſs of People kept 
them from reaching one another, they were under ſeveral 
Gorernments; yet as they grew populous and near, they 
have incorporated themſelves into one People, or joyn'd 
themſelves to the ſame Crown. Burt though the Reaſons 
and Neceſſity of ſuch incorporations are ſtrong, and though 
Time and the Courſe of things have joyn'd all Iſlands into 
ſuch vnited Bodies; yet, excepting thoſe that have been 
made by Inheritance, few other Unions have been cement- 
ed without Blood, and the Death and Conqueſt of the Fa- 
milies that had Poſſeſſion of one ſide. For Private Intereſt 
ſeldom yields to Publick Good, unleſs it be compell'd. 
Pride, and Paſſion, and Self. intereſt, and falſe Notions of Ho- 
nour, and corrupt Nature that is too prone to Diſcord, have 
generally kept off the moſt reaſonable and profitable Uni- 
ons, till one became Maſter of the other, and length of 
Time covered thoſe Scars, and layed thoſe Paſſions that 
their Wars, while divided, had occaſioned. Ireland by Rea- 
ſon of its nearneſs hath been united to Exgland; But after 
how many Wars and Slaughters? England and Wales ſtand 
happily together now, to the greatencreaſe of Strength and 
Riches of both: But after how much Bloodſhed of the Peo- 
ple, with the Death of their two laſt Princes, and even Af. 
ter that compleat Conqueſt and their Submiſſion ? We had 
little reſt from them till our Crown, inthe Reign of Herr 
theEighth, made them eaſy by joyning them to our own wit 
equal Privileges; and ſince then I thiak there hath not been 
one ſingle A of Rebellion. Ty IND OR 
Again, the Saxon Heptarchy in our own Land, the ſeven 
Kingdoms into which Exgland it ſelf was once — © 
| vided, 
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vided, by length-of time became One to the great Peace and 


Safety of all of them: But never a one of them choſe their 


own Good, and made Union their o] Ac, but the Weaker 
were compelled by the Power and Conqueſts of theStronger. 

To come nearer Home : Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridge- 
ſpire, with the Iſle of Ely, made that diſtin, though little 
Kingdom of the Eaft-eng/es. It was their Intereſt then, as 
much as it is now, to be joyned ju Union with the reſt of 
the Nation: And ſuch a Conjunction, in all Human probabi- 
lity, would have preſerved them from thoſe barbarous Out. 
rages that they induced from no great Army of the Danes. 


But did they chufe their own Good, and ſeek ſuch an lncor- 


Poration ? No, they avoided jt. They kept themſelves di- 
ſtinct, till their Government was broken, with the Death 
of their laſt Prince King Edmund, whoſe Name and Bury- 
ing-place hath been ſo much known in this Town ever ſince, 
And how do theſe Examples illuſtrate the Honour of this 
Day, wherein two Wiſe and Brave Nations have madethart 
good Work, the effect of Choice and Wiſdom, which us d 
to be the Price of Blood and Slaughter? How much better 
is it for People to do themſelves good by Reaſon and Judg- 
ment, than ſtay till ſome Providential Time riſes, when 
they muſt be compell'd to their own Benefit by hard Maſters 
and hard Blows. The good Effects ſhew, that in many Ca- 
ſes, even thoſe Conqueſts and Wars have had much in them 
that was Divine ; though in Men they have been Ambiti- 
on, Paſſion, Revenge, Covetuouſneſs and Sin; in God they 
have beenwiſe Acts of his Divine Regiment, taking away the 
Cauſe of Strife, and bringing the Nations into theſe. Bonds 
of Peace and Safety, that he had prepared for them. But 
how much better is it for Wiſe Men to cloſe their own 
Wounds with their Hands and Reaſon, and upon ſuch equal 
Meaſures as their own Senators and Counſellors ſhall agree 
to be Juſt and Right ? Such voluntary Unions betwixt Na- 
tions fit for them, are the Nobleſt Acts of Man's Reaſon, and 
the moſt likely to be happy and laſting: For that Man will 


mark himſelf out for ſeditious and turbulent Principles, 


who ſhall ever offer to find fault with or break that Peace, 
which both Nations in cool Blood and after long Experi- 
ence, and upon well weighed Terms, ſhall have Judged to 


be beſt for both People. And therefore though I think 5 
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free Union in the midſt of Peace, is the firſt Inſtance of ſucli 
a thing in the Woxld, I cannot think it will be the laſt, but 
become an Example rather in the Earth. I can hardly for- 
bear hoping, that hereafter it will ſtand famous amongſt the 
Nations, and be a Precedent, that perhaps may ſave many 
a War, and prevent the Effuſion of Human Blood. 1 
But very likely in this I ſpeak rather what is to be wiſhed, 
than what is to be much hoped for. There are uſually at the 
Head of Governments, and mingled with them thoſe whoſe 
private Intereſts and Paſſions will hinder them from Writing 
after ſuch fair Copies. But that our own Benefit may be the 
hetter received, and improved, and guarded, till it be paſt 
danger of Miſcarriage, it will be neceſſary to conſider ſuch 
Objections as would lie againſt this Work, if the two 
Nations were ſuch as were unfit for an Union. There is 
but one I think that will need much inlarging on, but I will 
mention ſome others and anſwer them more briefly. 

And 1ſt. If the two Nations were ſeverally big enough 
already,and when joyned would be too large for one Prince 
to take care of, that would have been a reaſonable Objecti- 
on againſt the Project. That was the laſt of the Macedo- 


nian Monarchy after the Conqueſts of Alexander, and there- 


fore it was better divided amongſt Four. That was once 
the Caſe of the Roman Empire, and therefore it ſunk under 
its own Weight, the ſeveral Provinces joyning with the ſe- 
veral Generals according to their Inclination and Intereſts? 
But will our Iſland make any ſuch unweildy Burden ? Or 
will its Strength and Riches grow to an Inconvnience? 
The proper and very deſirable Meaſure for the Strength of 

our Nation, if we might chuſe it our ſelves, would be, that 
it ſhould be able upon-its own Foot, though not to inſult, 
jet to "defend it ſelf from any one Neighbour without cal- 
ling in the help of others, that ſomerimes perhaps may re- 
fuſe Aſſiſtance where we want it: And will this new: Addi- 
tion carry the Strength of our Nation above this fair and 
equal Proportion? Will it make us an even Match? Or ra- 

ther ſhall. we not want more Strength ſtill if we could fairly 

have it.? For the greatneſs of that Ambitious Neighbour with 
which Providence hath joyned our Lives, makes it needful to 
deſire Encreaſe of Warlike Forces above whatVirtuous Men 
ſhould or would deſire, if they were not link d wich one ſo 

Aaangerous. 
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dangerous. The boundleſs Ambition-of France makes this. 
and all Projects of this ſort more needful in our Time, than 
they were in the Ages of our Forefathers, who had more 
equal Neighbours to grapple with; And ſince notwithſtand- 
ing this Union, we ſhall ſtill want the help of good Confe- 
derates even for a Defenſive War; we are ſo far from any 
danger of too much Greatneſs, that we have reaſon to think 
; this acceſſion of Strength very ſeaſonable and providential, 
| and much owing to that want that both Nations fee they 
have of it. | 

Nor is there any Objection to be made from the Diftance, 
any more than from the Bulk of the united Nations ; for | 
that, if it had been the Caſe, it would have been a materi- 
al Reaſon againſt it. Diſtance would have mace the Com; 
munication inconvenient, the Benefit little, and the Helj' 
flower than is neceſſary to prevent Dangers, that uſually. 
are contrived to be ſudden. But this Objection hath no | 
room in our Caſe, Nature and God's Provideace have al- 
ready joyn'd us together upon the ſame Land, and within 
the ſame Seas; the nearneſs, while they have been two, 
hath been the great cauſe of their Calamity, and is now 
the main thing that brings us under the happy Neceſſity of 
doing that, which our Excellent Government hath brought 
to pals for us. 

But doth there not lie an Objection from the difference of 
our Temper? For where that happens to any conſiderable 

Degree, it makes Unions leſs feazible. If there was a Mer- 

curial Lightneſs in one Nation, and a mighty Gravity in the 

other: If one were Slow and Heavy, and the other Enter- 
prizing and Reſtleſs, ſuch Diverſity of Temper would make 
an Union diſagreeable and very unlikely to be laſting, But 

I never heard any Obſervation of this Nature concerning 

the two Nations. There is an unhappy Difference in point 

of Church Government, which [ leave to the laſt Head, be- 
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cauſe it is of greateſt Conſideration, but for any other beſides th 

: that, I believe there are none worth mentioning, The near- | - 
| neſs of this Soil and Climate forms them to a hke Temper. | 

| Our Blood is ina great Meaſure the ſame; for many of the 0 


old Inhabitants of our Towns, when driven from their Seats 
in the ſeveral Invaſions, have fled into Scotland to fave their by 
Lives from the Sword. Many think thoſe Occaſions were the hi 
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Act Pedpling of that Nation; and that as their Language is the ſame, 
ſo they kad their Stock from us. And many of them have continual- 
iy come hither into England for a uarmer Sun and encreaſe of Trade and 
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Great Numbers by this Means, both of the Higheſt and Loweft of both 
Nat ons, were Brethren by Blood and Kindred before, as they are now 
by Law and Government. And we need not be aſhamed either of theic 
Likeneſs or Relation. Cluverixs deſcribes them, Felices Marte & Ingenio y 
Happy both in Arms: and Arts. Speed, concerning his Time faith, There 
had been few great Things done in Europe, wherein they had not been 
with the firſt and laſt in the Field. In all our late Wars our Troops have 
fought bravely together for the Support of one another, and Defence of 
our Liberties and Religion: And ſince our Men of War agree ſo well in 
the Field of Battel, it is to be hop d our Men of Peace will not accord 
worſe in the Place of our great Council. Foe i 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, that a Fæderal Union, a League, a Law, 
an Agreement with Oaths, ſome lefſer Union would have been ſufficie 
without ſuch an entire Incorporation. But ſince our Union was to bi 
together two ſuch Martial Nations not for alittle while, but for ever, 
would not any one that was to joyn them in that Manner, make uſe of 
the ſtrongeſt Bond he could have for that Purpoſe-? For a weak Bond 
would have laftett but a little while. A League is a brittle thing and 
vo, ſoon broke z Oaths and Promiſes are ſoon forgotten. Any League that 
OW had leſt tuo diſtinct Parliaments with their Swords and Purſes in their 
of | own Hands, at the Diftance of London from Edinbwgh, debating upon e- 
bt very Difficulty, whether the Terms of their Contract were not broken 
ö and free to call in foreign,. Nations to their Aſſiſtance if they thought 
themſtlves. wronged, any Contract of this ſort would have been broken 
of upon the firſt Difhculty. Of, ſuch a. League one might have ſaid as 
dle Tobiab of the Wall that was bul ding in his Time, A Fox, if be go; up, he 
- ſhall even break down the Stone Wall that they build. And therefore ever 
h . wiſe Man would have wiſhed, our Governours either not to unite at 
© or make their Union.effeual,, that we might not be continually jarring, 
r- diſputing und in danger of an angry and bloody Parting. Hard and hea- 
ke vy Bodies that are tied looſe, fret, both themſelves and the Bonds that 
ut ſhould hold them; —— if they are bound faſt and clole, the) 
' move together without c The Caſe would have been the ſame 
8 with ſuch great Bodies . two Nations; and therefore our wiſe 
It Government when they bad revived this happy Project of Union, were 
e- infinitely in the right to take the ſtrongeſt Bonds they could have for 
es their Purpoſe and no Bond like this, which makes their Intereſt one, 
their Friends and Enemies the ſame, and puts both Swords, Purſes, Gar- 
WF riſons and their Keepers, into the ſame keeping. 
T. But the greateſt Objettion ariſes from the unhappy Difference which 
e there is betwixt the two Nations, with reſpect to the Government of the 
8 Church by Biſhops in one Part, and Presbyters in the other. For have 
ir we not hitherto diſputed for, defended and maintained the Honour and 
. Rights of Epiſcopacy? And doth not this Union with Presbyter ians 
| ſhew too much Countenance to them, and too little Zeal for our own 
t Church? This is ſo ficong an Obj v 
| t 
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they think our Biſhops and all that wiſh well to the Church of El 
ſhould have turned every Stone to have prevented tis Union for the 
Churches ſake. * Folk 15! WOT GI od 
And as this Point touches us Minifters both in Honour, Intereſt and 
Conſcience, it deſeryes to be well confidered. But before I give it 
that plain and clear Anſwer that lies eaſify before us, I cannot-forbear 
to ſay, That as this Opportunity hath been wiſhed for theſe Hundred 
Years, and is now happily given us by Providence in our Age, through 
the great Endeavours of our excellent Quoen, and the unulual Felicity 
of Her Triumphant Reign, It might juſtly have been counted a great 
Misfortune if the Queen bad loft Her Deſire, and the Nation had loft 
the Benefit, and the Blame of all had lain at our Door. God's Church 
and Religious Men have hitherto been great Promoters of all wiſe Pro- 
jects for Peace and publick Good, and many a Prince and Nation have 
received Help, good Service and Deliverance by their Means; and cer- 
tainly we ought now freely to have run ſome confiderable Hazard, rather 
than have given our Enemies occaſion to ſay, That the Nation had loft 
ſuch a Bleſſing upon the Churches Score; and that what Blood might 
—.— ve het, Fs to —_ 7 upon our Quatrels. Such an Im- 
tion with Reaſon, would have brought us more Danger , than an 
— that Tknow of in this Matter. * TOY Res. f 
But, thanłs be to God, we have Biſhops who have that Knouledge of 
their own good Intentions, and that Aſſurance of their -own Right, 
that although their own Stake be greater in this Matter than any other's, 
they are not afraid to truſt their Cauſe to the Providence of God, and 
the Conſcience of their Fellow Subjects, rather than obſtruct the Nati- 
on's Good, for fear of any diftant uncertain Danger, if there be any. 
But I anſwer more directly, That the Church hath not receded in the 
. Teaft Point from its Ancient Rights Het can ſee z nor has it loft the 
leaſt Advantage, but gained much every way both Strength and Honour. 
For is it not an Honour to have a Proteftant Church voluntarily truſt it 
ſelt into the Hand of an Epiſcopal Queen and Nation, in the Gbvern- 
ment of which even the Biſhops themſetves have an honburable and large 
Share? Doth it not ſhew that they Have à kind Opinion of us, when 
they deliver up their Sword, and Purſe, and Keys of their Country for 
ever, to be held and managed by thofe Hands that are dur Sovereigns? 
They have done it ifideed wiſely, and upon the ſame Secutities of Law, 
and Oathz, and common Intereft#by which we enjoy Ours 5 And curſ- 
ed be that Hand or Tongue that ſhall” ever ſpeak or att any thing that 
ſhould hinder them from finding the Tame Juſtice, Merey, Care and De- 
fence that we hope for from our Goytrnours to our*Evpliſh Counties. 
And ſince upon Aﬀurance of finding it fo, they have put their Lives and 
Fortunes into the Hand of Her who is not only a Member,” but the Head 
and Friend of our Church, doth not the Church as well as State receive 
both Encreaſe of Honour, Strength and Saſety? Suppoſing the worſt 
that can be ſuppoſed, that ſome Turbulent unquiet Men ſhould ſome 
time or other be Mutinous in that Corner, even upen the Account of 
Religion; could we not quiet them as eaffly when ontfTCtowti! had Pol- 
ſeſſion of their Militia, Revenue, Garrifons and Codrts of Juſtice, as 
ve might if they had a ſeparate Right, and Sword, and Power of Con 
; , 
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ſulration,” and calling in Aſſiſtance ? There is no doubt but we are much 
ſafer from them this way. And ſo they are alſoſafer from us for as 
our Natural Sovereign hath their Sword, their Natural Sovereign hath 
ours. Both Swords are in the ſume Hand, and it will always be the Vir- 
tue and Intereſt of the Government to protett both, and only puniſh 
the Diſturbers of our Peace, be it in what Part of Great - Britain it will. 
But did we not always uſe to diſpute, contend and maintain the Rights 
of. our Epiſcopal Church againſt both Independent and Presbyterian 
Congregatiqns ? Les; and we ſhall do ſo ſlill with the ſame Arguments. 
and ſuch'as maintain our on in the ſame Degrees of Honour. But I 
muſt add, That moſt of our Diſputes have been with Diſſenters within 
our own Church, where there was not wy a perfect thorough-want of 
Biſhops, but the great Sin and Miſchief of dividing an Excellent Church 
under which ence placed them. But our ableft De enders never 
diſputed with any Learned Men of the Foreign Reformed Churches, 
without obſerving the wide Difference that there was betwixt- their 
Caſes, In our Controverſies with Foreigners, we have maintained and 
proved, That our Conſtitution was Ancient, Primitive and Apoſtolical, 
and Theirs New and Modern, and ſuch as they ought to reform 'when 
Providence gave them Opportunity; but inthe mean time our Church 
always treated them with Reſpect. aud received the ſame ReſpeR from 
them. We juſtified our own Church, without Unchurching theirsz 
We Glory in the Succeſhon of Epiſcopal Ordination, without ſaying 
their Baptiſt and Sacrament are nul}, and their Souls Mortal; We have 
often heard with Pleaſure, that our Church hath been called the Bul- 
wark of the Reformation; but we never added, That'the other Parts 
of the Reformation were unworthy of the beſt aſſiſtance we could give 
them; nor have we denied That we have received great Light and 
Help from the Labours of thofe Learned, Pious and Famous Men that 
have flouriſhed amongft them. I cannot ſay indeed that all defend our 
Church upon this ſober and moderate Foundation; ſome ſpeak aud 
write in another Strain: But the Body both of our Church and State 
have always treated them as our preſent Government and Biſhops do 
now, with Reſpect and Brotherly Love, as being true Churches, wh 
That this may not be ſaid without Proof, I will add theſe two Things 
for its Confirmation, 1.0 * 1 
And Firſt, I ask, Whether our Church did not look upon the foreign 
Proteſtants as true Churches, when, by Authority, Fourſtore and Twelgo 
Years ſince, it ſeat ſeveral choſen Divines, of whom our excellent Bi- 
ſhop Hall was one, to meet with the Repreſentatives of the Reformed 
Churches in the Synod uf Dort, and to vote and joyn with them in the 
higheſt Acts of Church Government? Did our Church in that Age 
think they were no true Churches, and their Sacraments no Sacraments, 
and their Souls Mortal? Had the Learned Biſhops of that time ſuch ris 
id Notions, that we might not Friendly joyn-with'them in a Civil 
ratiſation, when they joyned with them in the higheſt acts of Church 
Diſcipline ? There is no doubt but thoſe uncharitable Doctrines have 
been advanced cuiefly fincethat time, not by the Church, but fome few | 
in it, who are of narrow Souls, and would fain have the World think 
that God is ike themſelves. | | The 


or no. People may leſſen, ſoil, loſe the Benefit of this Union, and 


| ple through all Parts of our Iſland, muſt diſpoſe their Minds to that Con- 
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| The Second thing that Itake notice of to prove the Moderation ot 


gur Church in this Reſpect; is the Prayer Which for many Years 
have had in our Eaſts and Thankſgivings for the Reformed hure 


That Prayer was before any of the Queen's Thoughts of this Union. It 


was not added to give Credit to, pate way for this, but upon Ac- 
count of their Sufferings under Popiſh Princes, and that Sorrow we had 
for them, as being hringggembers of that Muſical Body, whereof we 
are a part; and that Prayet ſhews,, That what I have now ſaid was. the 
Senſe of the Governours of our Chureh before this Union was this laſt 
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time undertaken. | | | TR | 
And as I perſwade my ſelf that T have now anſwered all the Material 


Objections that might make us uneaſy at this Work, that is done; it re- 
mains only, that we all reſolve to do our Parts to the making of it laſting 
and beneficial : For without that it may be good for nothing; it may 
have all the evil Effects that its worſt Enemies forebode from it. For 
Princes and Governours cannot make People Happy whether they will 


make it break out again into a bloody Rupture. If therefore we would 
receive the many Benefits that naturally offer themſelyes, the good Peo- 


cord and all thoſe kind Offices, that are needful to carry us over the - 
firſt Difficulties and Dangers that uſuatly attend the Beginnings of the 
| Works. We muſt ſtudy all the wiſe Arts and Means of Peace, and 
iſpoſe our Minds towards Friendſhip with them. We muſt forget paſt 
Misfortunes, give Thanks to God that the Occaſion of them is temoyed . 
for the time before us, and live in hope that they will be as active Friends 
as they have been valiant Enemies. We muſt Aer maintain and de- 
fend our Church, but with the Weapons of our hbriftian Warfare, ſa- 
cred Scriptures, ſober Reaſon, legal Defences and free diſcuſſing Matters 
remembring always, that good Words will carry thoſe Parts fatther,and' 
make them pierce deeper than railing Accuſations. Ws; 
- We mult {tudy to get Ground of, to draw over and gain upon our Deſſenters, aud they 
vill deſerve molt that do molt Service rant aye? But we muft ſeek to Jam them not 
Anger, Railing and Reptoaches, but by Diligence in our Places, good Works, Civility, 
fair Detences ot. the Right of our: Side, andali ſuch-ways as are conſiſtent with that To- 
teration that our Goyerament bath chought fir to give, Hen: It they, Fenavs them- 
f the Realm, the Government 


res Ill, and grow. dangerous to the Peace and Quiet of the 1 
ar is 6,7 ib them and vs doth not {leep inits Buſinefs; and as it bath given them 


this Indulgence, it will find Remedies for any Danger when it ſees it coming. And 
while our valiant and wiſe Oovetmment ſees chi late; our Buſineſs is to live peacea- 
Ny, and ſeek to gain them by Diligence and re | 
As ſaid before, we mult ſtudy all the Arts of Peace, and the Wage of defending 
r Rights, withoutcarryid? our Diſputes to any Degrees of Danger of Diſobedience to 
overnment, And if we do uot hinder it our Selves, we may hope to ſind what the 
het Exzekie!, from the known Benefits of C and Union, toretold and wiſhed 
to the two Nation of pda pd Jſreel, in the 37th ot his Prophecy, Verſe 229, 
"And I will make them one Nation in the Land, and one King ſhall be King to them all; 
and they / hall — no more two Nations, neither ſhall they be divided into two' Kingdoms 
any more at al, + el: l eint R 
Nay it prove a pt of our own State; and may the great Preſeryer of Mer, 
— Concord, 2 


bo our Race alive upon Earth, by Means of; Peace a 
ds U ve have made, that it may laſt as 8 the Sun and Mon.. 
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